It is not possible to understand the game of rugby union in an evening session. So how should referees view their learning to understand of the game?
As a lifelong experience

What are the best ways of improving a referees understanding of the game? Watching games/other referees

Questioning your decisions, other referees, advisors, coaches and players

Listening to other referees, advisors, coaches and players

Training with clubs

Reflecting
What aspects of the game are a particular problem and why?

Offsides-----------------The players don’t understand the laws.

Maul---------------------Trying to find things not to penalise

Gobby coaches---------They can be intimidatory

The Breakdown---------Everybody has different perceptions of what is happening and what should be happening.

The Scrum---------------Full of ‘wise’ old heads
Positional play----------Makes it easier/harder to read the game

Kicks in general play—too much to watch

How could you improve your understanding of those aspects?

Offsides--------------------Improve your knowledge of the law

                                         Communicate with the players proactively ie “he’s onside”

                                         Good positional play to ensure the best view of the offside                                     lines

Maul-------------------------Understand what a maul is and learn to recognise accurately when one is formed.
Gobby Coaches-------------Talk to them. Build a relationship before the game. If there’s a problem during the game and it’s easy to have a quick word, do so. If not speak to his captain and pass the responsibility to him. If absolutely necessary, send him from the playing enclosure.

Breakdown------------------BE THERE. Understand the obligations and responsibilities of the individuals concerned.

Scrum------------------------Learn from those old heads. Talk to them post game. Train with a club. Attend training events.    Control the engagement.     Watch for trends.

Positional play---------------Listen and learn from your assessors.   Post game, self assessment.  Be fit.   If possible, get some video analysis.

Kicks in general play--------Don’t watch the ball. Look for the clear and obvious. Identify the onside players. Clear proactive/preventative communication. Ask for AR’s
Do you think that it’s important that officials understand the terminology employed by players and coaches, if so why?

Yes because it gives you credibility if it’s obvious that you understand what the players and coaches are talking about.

You are due to referee a game between two sides, one of whom like to keep the game tight, recycle possession to runners and use the driving maul well. The other side like to play a more expansive game using their speedy outside backs. Without prejudging the match, what challenges could this scenario present?

The side looking to be expansive will want quick ball, so look for hands in at the breakdown., make sure that the dummy runners are not obstructing. As they will, presumably, be at a disadvantage at set piece play look for mauls being collapsed or players leaving the scrum too early.

Converesly the opposition will be attempting to slow their ball down, so look for that at breakdowns, look for players being held in at ruccks and mauls and not allowed to move into position.
You are due to referee a match between two sides, one of whom has a very strong kicking game through 9, 10 and 15 and they use a lot of chasers to pressurise the opposition. Without prejudging the match, what challenges could this scenario present?

You will have to pay particular note to offside lines, blockers etc.

You will have to protect the kicker and the receiver.

You will need to be fit.

Don’t watch the ball.

During a match you notice that the outside centre of one side often rushes out in defence (legally) leaving the rest of his fellow defenders behind. What issues might this raise for you?

He’ll be leaving a gap in the defence that the opposition can exploit.

Make sure that his timing is legal and, if it is, communicate clearly and loudly to the opposition that he is legal.

A level 6 referee is asked, at late notice, to take a level 10 appointment at a club where she normally referees the 1stXV not the 3rd XV. Generalising what differences in play might she expect and how may she have to adapt her refereeing?

There will obviously be the lower skill levels of the players to take into account and, therefore, the referee will probably wish to communicate more often. That communication will be aimed more at helping the players to remain legal than might  normaly be the case. She will be looking to show more empathy for the players.

How might inclement weather conditions affect the refereeing of a match at, say , level 9?

Player safety may become an important issue. Have a bit of empathy for player mistakes. Make sure that you have adequate kit to keep warm and safe.

At a scrum situation, what are the possible consequences for a referee if the blue 12 is tackled by red 7 10 metres behind the gain line?

Did the tackler get there legally? Was he just fast, did he break his bind early or was the ball slow?  Is your positioning helpful to referee that situation?

What would be different if it was 10 metres over the gain line? 

Did blue 12 start running before the scrum was finished? Was the flanker blocked or slowed down on his way to the tackle?
